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"The greatness of a nation and its moral progress, can 
be judged by the way its animals are treated."

 - Gandhi
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MEET THE TEAM

Michelle Ellena
Founder/Executive Director of 
Compassion for Animals

Michelle has her Masters in Social Entrepreneurship 
and Change, and is currently pursuing her Doctorate 
degree in Organizational leadership. She has been 
working with animals for over ten years, and has 
experience in animal welfare, entrepreneurship, and 
non-profit management. Her vision is a world where 
humans and animals can co-exist without harming 
each other’s lives or existence. 

Fernanda Solari
Executive Director of Fundación Stuka

Since 2011, Fernanda has been the executive director 
for Fundación Stuka. She grew up in a family 
surrounded by horses, and dogs. At an early age she 
fell in love with animals and knew that they would 
play an important part of her life. She currently 
oversees the foundation, cares for the animals 
(currently 100+ dogs awaiting their forever homes), 
and oversees veterinary services and spay and neuter 
for her surrounding community of Tapihue, Chile. 

Craig Neilson 
Executive Director of Spay Mexico

Craig co-founded Spay Mexico in 2010 to 
address the need to bring affordable spay 
neuter surgeries to communities in Mexico 
and to leave behind longer term solutions by 
providing education and training to local 
veterinarians. Craig’s efforts have helped 
launch Spay Mexico internationally and train 
local veterinarians in other countries such as 
Chile and Peru. 

Dr. Joaquin Villaseñor
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM), Director 
of Veterinary Training for Spay Mexico

Dr. Villaseñor became the executive director of 
Give Some Life Foundation when it was founded in 
1998 until it recently closed in 2014. His expertise 
is on the comprehensive vision of population 
control of dogs and cats. He worked as the director 
of the animal control center for three years in 
Rosarito, Baja, California.  He is currently working 
in rural areas of Baja, and surrounding islands, for 
different organizations.  He is learning the serious 
impact that feral animals have on the environment 
and public health. 

Rosaura Ariola 
President of Spay Mexico

Rosaura has dedicated the past 25 years to the 
rescue and adoption of street dogs in the City of 
Mexicali, B.C. Mexico. Since 2005 she began to 
organize campaigns for the sterilization of dogs 
and cats, and to promote the training of 
veterinarians in minimally invasive techniques to 
reduce the time and cost of surgeries and make 
them more accessible to the general population. 

Dra. Yazmin Valdez Barrientos
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) and 
Spay Mexico Veterinary Trainer

Graduated in 2005 from Universidad Autonoma 
de Baja California. She has specialized in Spay 
and Neuter campaigns, and has participated in 
over 150 spay and neuter campaigns around the 
world. 
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Dra. Nancy Ruiz Reza 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) and 
Spay Mexico Veterinary Trainer

Dr. Nancy got her veterinary license seven 
years ago and has since specialized in spay and 
neuter surgeries. She currently works in a 
private practice where she spays and neuters 
animals on a daily basis and strongly believes 
that sterilization is an act of responsible pet 
ownership and love. 

Dr. Cesar Tejeda Aguirre 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) and 
Spay Mexico Veterinary Trainer

 Dr. Cesar graduated from veterinary school in 
2007. By 2008, he was participating in large 
spay and neuter campaigns held by Give Some 
Life Foundation. He was worked throughout 
Mexico, and is the medical director for Give 
Some Life and Spay Mexico. 

Dr. Jose Ariel Felix Ortiz
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) and Spay 
Mexico Veterinary Trainer

Dr. Ariel received his DVM from the Universidad 
Autónoma de Sinaloa, where he then specialized and 
received a doctorate degree in veterinary medicine, 
surgery, and zoonosis. He currently is the director of 
animal control in Hermosillo, Sonora. He is a member of 
Give Some Life Foundation, and a training veterinarian 
of Spay Mexico. He has over ten years of experience 
specializing in spay and neuter. 

Dra. Blayra Maldonado Cabrera
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) and Spay 
Mexico Veterinary Trainer 

Graduated in 2009 from the DVM program, then 
she went on to receive her master degree in public 
health administration, a diplomat in strategic 
administration and another one in veterinary 
medicine and surgery. She worked as an adviser in 
the direction of epidemiology in Mexico City. 
Currently she's getting a doctorate degree in 
institutional health; teaches at two universities in 
Sonora México, works as sub-director of the animal 
control center in Hermosillo and has her own 
private clinic.
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semenario chile vet
Compassion for Animals
Compassion for Animals is a non-profit 
organization focused on four key foundations: 
Animal Rescue, Spay and Neuter, Education, and 
Media Campaigns. Their mission is to create a 
paradigm shift between human and animal 
bonds through their four key foundations. 
Compassion for Animals is aimed at creating 
awareness of our responsibility as stewards of 
this world and consciousness of our vital 
connection that exists among humans and 
animals. Founded in 2015 by Michelle Ellena, 
Compassion for Animals is a 501c3 non-profit 
organization based in Los Angeles, California. 

About Fundación Stuka
Fundación Stuka is a non-profit organization 
based in Chile founded by Andrea Heller Solari 
and her daughter Paola Barrera Heller. They 
founded Stuka with the goal of rescuing, 
rehabilitating, and adopting dogs into 
responsible and loving forever 

homes. Throughout the years, Stuka has played a 
pivotal role in changing human consciousness about 
the prevention of overpopulation, and looking at the 
root of the cause for a solution. Through education, 
training, veterinary medicine, and adoptions, they a 
changing the definition of responsible pet ownership. 

About Spay Mexico
Spay Mexico is a non-profit organization that works 
within Mexico’s communities training local 
veterinarians and supporting their efforts to provide 
free and low cost spay and neuter services. Their 
mission includes fostering and exchanging ideas 
between veterinarians, providing education to 
veterinarians and the community, and increase the 
number of spay and neuter surgeries in order to end 
pet overpopulation. 
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Seminario Chile Vet
Seminario Chile Vet was created to support the joint efforts of Compassion for Animals and 
Fundación Stuka. A free weeklong training seminar targeted to local veterinarians in the 
Metropolitan region of Chile. Chile Vet trained 20 local veterinarians in the “Quick Spay” method 
for spaying and neutering animals. While training the local veterinarians, Chile Vet also spayed 
and neutered 278 dogs and cats free of charge to four different communities around Chile, micro-
chipped them, and shared on the importance of spaying and neutering pets. 

Problem in Chile: 
It is estimated that there are over 2.5 million stray dogs and cats in Chile. This number is
 increasing at alarming rates. While there are many organizations helping to solve this problem, 
the population of stray dogs and cats is growing faster than the population of inhabitants in Chile. 
Stray dogs and cats are not just a problem for animal rights and activist groups to tend to. These 
animals pose a threat to public health, safety, tourism, and animal wellbeing. 
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This pet homelessness crisis is a direct result of animals 
left unaltered in their communities. Many of these 
animals have previously been killed (inhumanely) as a 
means to try and control the population. What some fail 
to understand is that the population of dogs and cats that 
were killed can grow back in as little as six months, so 
killing them is not the solution. There are many logical 
approaches to solving the overpopulation problem, which 
include, first and foremost spaying and neutering pets. 
This can include pediatric spay and neuter, shelter spay 
and neuter programs, low-cost high-volume spay and 
neuter clinics and programs, non-surgical sterilization, 
and transportation programs to get animals to surgery. 
Lastly, education is very important. 

With all of these sterilization processes to be adopted, 
we can end the problem of overpopulation and unwanted 
dogs and cats. We can significantly reduce the amount of 
shelter pet intakes, end euthanasia, and keep a healthy, 
safe, tourist friendly country. 

Seminario Chile Vet aimed (and accomplished) to train 
local veterinarians how to properly and  effectively spay 
and neuter in high volumes through the “Quick Spay” 
method. Our vision is for these local veterinarians to now 
pass on their knowledge and help other veterinarians 
with spay and neuter techniques so that we can have 
more effective means to sterilization, as well as get the 
community involved in spay and neuter. 
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DAY ONE
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Opening Day Seminario Chile Vet 

Location: Casablanca, Chile. 

This day was open to the public so that 

everyone who was interested could come 

and learn about the importance of spay-

ing and neutering, and get familiar with 

the “Quick Spay” technique. Some of the 

presentations included: Social Impact of 

stray animals in Chile (Michelle Ellena), 

Animal wellbeing involves all of us (Dr. 

Joaquin Villasenor), the importance of 

Sterilization (Dr. Blayra Maldonado, High 

Volume High Quality Spay and Neuter 

(Dr. Blayra Maldonado, and Dr. Ariel 

Ortiz), and others. 

There were different vendors from veterinary laboratories, dog and cat products, and dog 
walking services. Lunch was provided for all attendees. The day was closed with Q&A 
from the public. All veterinarians that were participating in the seminar met, came togeth-
er and prepared for the second day.      
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DAY TWO
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Surgery Day #1

Location: Casablanca, Chile. 

During day two of the seminar veterinarians came in early 

in the morning to set up for surgery. As the veterinarians 

prepare for their first day of training, the public started to 

bring in their pets for free spay and neuter. The first few 

hours included an introduction, and then the training 

doctors began to show how the surgery is performed. 

Throughout the day, the motto was “See one, do one, teach 

one.” Students were divided into groups with our five 

trainers and began performing surgeries. 
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PHOTO WITH

MAYOR
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DAY THREE
Surgery Day #2

Location: Santo Domingo, Chile. 

Day two was very similar to day one. The veterinarians continue practicing under the 

supervision of our training vets, and the public brought in their dogs and cats to get 

free spay and neuter surgery. 

Today we were surprised by the Mayor of 

Santo Domingo, Fernando Rodriguez, larrain. 

Also, the local news channel showed up and 

reported about  our efforts to improve the 

stray dog and cat population in Santo Domingo. 
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DAY FOUR
Surgery Day #3

Location: San Antonio, Chile. 

The day began with the veterinarians prepping for surgery, while the public brought in 

their pets for surgery. Much like the other days, we began our training, and finished the 

evening with successful surgeries. 
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Surgery Day #4

 Location: Penalolen, Chile: 

Our final day ended in a community in the Metropolitan Region in Santiago, Chile. Again, 

now with more experience the veterinarians are getting through their surgeries quicker and 

more effectively. The day ended with all of us coming together and “graduating” the class of 

our first Seminario Chile Vet. Everyone that participated received their diploma and a goodie 

bag which included a spay hook, headlamp, scrub uniform, all the presentations so that they 

can reference to whenever needed, and a lucky and rare $2 bill from the United States. 

DAY FIVE
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
Some of our favorite moments from this incredible experince. 
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FUN FACTS

• 5 training veterinarians 

•  20 local veterinarians going through training 

•  278 total dogs and cats spayed and neutered 

•  All spay and neuter surgeries to the community were free charge 

•  All training for the local vets was free of charge 
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MEDIA COVERAGE

Local news in Santa Domingo

Social Media Live Coverage

Magazine Coverage in Mestizos Magazine

Crowdfunding

Facebook Page

La esterilización forma parte de las medidas
de mayor impacto en el manejo ético de

la sobre sobrepoblación canina.

19 AL 23 DE MARZO

PATROCINADORESAUSPICIADORES

ORGANIZADORES

Compassion for Animals Y Fundación Stuka organizan: Official Poster for
Seminario Chile Vet



www.compassionforanimals.org @compassionforanimalsorg @compassion4A/compassionforanimals.orginfo@compassionforanimals.org




